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Remarks: 

A. The Disclosure 

The Examiner has objected to the presence of text in the disclosure that may appear as 
browser-executable code. The Examiner has also objected to several obvious misspellings in the 
Disclosure. 

The specification has been amended to remove text that may appear as embedded 
browser-executable code, leaving only human-readable references to web sites, such as 
"www.irda.org," for the benefit of persons reading the published disclosure. Appropriate 
correction has also been made to correct the obvious misspellings. The amendments add no new 
matter to the application. Accordingly, Applicant requests that the objections to the Disclosure 
be withdrawn. 

B. The Drawings 

The Examiner has objected to informalities in the drawings. Applicant has amended the 
drawings with the submission of formal drawings to replace the originally filed drawings. This 
amendment adds no new matter to the drawings. Applicant believes that the replacement sheets 
address the objections to the drawings, and requests that the objections to the drawings be 
withdrawn. 

C. Status of the Claims 

Following the above amendments, Claims 1-23 are pending in the application. Claims 1 
and 9 have been amended to further point out the subject matter of the claimed invention. 
Claim 14-23 have been added. The amendments add no new matter to the application. 
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The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, and 13, and has objected to claims 2, 
4, 5, 7, 8, and 11. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections and objections and offers that 
the pending claims are patentable in light of the following remarks. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw the pending rejections and objections. 

D. The Claims Are Patentable Under 35 U.S.C. S 102. 

Claims 1, 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2001/0005197 Al to Mishra et al. 
("Mishra"). The Examiner notes that Mishra teaches the use of electronic devices configured to 
receive multiple communication signals with incompatible physical forms that are detected by 
separate sensors. For example, a device may include an IR sensor and a separate RF receiver. 
The IR sensor may detect an IR communication signal transmitted on an infrared beam of light, 
and the RF receiver may detect a communications signal transmitted on a radio-frequency carrier 
wave. The two separate signals may each be ignored by the other receiver, because the signals 
have physical formats that are compatible only with their respective sensors. Thus, for example, 
an RF signal is naturally ignored by the IR sensor, because the IR sensor is incapable of 
detecting an RF signal. 

Applicant would like to thank the Examiner for the opportunity to discuss the application 
by telephone on April 19, 2004. During this telephone conference, the undersigned Attorney for 
Applicant and the Examiner discussed claim 1 and the Mishra reference. 

Applicant notes that the cited art does not teach or disclose systems in which a device is 
modified to receive a data signal of a compatible physical format, but with data format that 
triggers error flags due to format incompatibilities. Applicant submits that claims 1, 3, 6, 9, 10, 
12, and 13 are patentable for a number of reasons. 
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For example, independent claim 1 is directed to a method of using a device with a remote 
control, including a limitation of using a communication port included in the device to receive 
data via a signal. The signal has a compatible physical format. While the signal has an 
incompatible data format, errors from the communication port are ignored in the claimed method. 
This claimed method is neither disclosed in nor taught by the cited art. Accordingly, claim 1 is 
allowable under § 102(a). 

Independent claim 9 is directed to a device with a communication port for receiving 
infrared signals, where the communication port is configured to test received signals for 
compatible data formatting. The device also includes the limitation of memory coupled to a 
microprocessor, with software for the microprocessor to use the communication port to receive 
data from an infrared signal with an incompatible data format. Further, the microprocessor 
ignores errors flagged by the communication port. This claimed method is neither disclosed in 
nor taught by the cited art. Accordingly, claim 9 is also allowable under § 102(a). 

Claims 3 and 6 depend from claim 1. Claims 10, 12, and 13 depend from claim 9. 
Dependent claims 3, 6, 10, 12, and 13 are therefore allowable for at least the same reasons as 
discussed above for independent claims 1 and 9. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests 
that the rejection under § 102(a) be withdrawn regarding claims 1, 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, and 13. 

E. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges that Examiner would allow claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 1 1 
if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Claims 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 depend from claim 1. Claim 1 1 depends from 
claim 9. Accordingly, claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 1 1 are allowable as being dependent upon 
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allowable base claims. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw the objections 
to claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 11. 

F. Summary 

Claims 1-23 are patentable. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to grant an 
early allowance of the application, and a notice of this allowance is requested. The Examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned attorney for Applicant via telephone if the Examiner 
concludes that such communication would expedite allowance of this application. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4200 

Dated: April 27, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




Cyrus F. Bharucha 
Registration No. 42,324 
Attorney for Applicant 
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